
 
How to use the Kodansha Encyclopedia of Japan through JapanKnowledge.  
  
1. Login.  Click the login button on the top left of the main page.  (See the image below.) 

 

 
 
2. Next, consider which databases to search.  The list of selected databases runs down the left 
column of the page (see image below).  You can limit your search to include only the Kodansha 
Encyclopedia of Japan.  However, the default search includes many useful Japanese-English, 
English-Japanese and English-English dictionaries (such as the Random House English-Japanese 
dictionaries), and it may be useful to leave everything selected.   



 

Click this bottom to select dictionaries

 
3. Conduct a search.  Type your search terms in the box at the top of the page.  Next, choose the 
range of the search.  Just below the box there are five type options.  The options from the left side 
are: 1. Search article titles, 2. Search titles and keywords, 3. Search full text, and 4. Use the space 
between terms to indicate the Boolean search AND.   To execute your search, click the button next 
to the search box (labeled Search dictionaries).  
 

 
 



4. Results.  The image below shows the results for a full-text search for “okura.”  Some results also 
have “okura” in the title.  Result number 8 (“Manyōshū”), for example, does not say “okura” in the 
title, but has “Yamanoue no Okura” in its text.   

 
 
5. View individual results.  The words in the blue are links to other headings in the encyclopedia.  
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