Searching CiNii for Japanese Periodical Articles

CiNii is a database available from the National Institute of Informatics (NI1) consisting of
articles and citations to articles from scholarly journals, magazines, and university
bulletins published in Japan. CiNii consists of several NIl databases and 25 #5525 |
Zasshi Kiji Sakuin (a Japanese periodical index created by and available free of charge
from the National Diet Library). Details about the individual databases can be found at
http://ci.nii.ac.jp/cinii/en/pages/cinii-db.html.

Searching CiNii is free of charge. It is available 24/7 except some for system
maintenance times.

Some articles in CiNii are available for free. Additional articles are available if your
institution has a subscription to CiNii. It is also possible to subscribe to CiNii as an
individual member and to purchase articles on pay-per-view basis as well. Check the
Quick Guide for more information about these options.

Lists of Journal Titles

e Browse Publications http://ci.nii.ac.jp/cinii/serviet/DirTop?USELANG=en
You can browse the journal titles indexed in NIl databases here. This list provides
information on full-text availability, pay-per-view pricing, and coverage. Academic
journals are also categorized according to subject area, and research bulletins are
categorized by university type.

Before You Start Searching CiNii:

e Full-text Article Format
Full-text articles are available in PDF format. You may be prompted to download
and install the Adobe Japanese Support Package if you are using the English
version of Acrobat Reader. The support package is available at
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/acrrasianfontpack.html.

e Pop-up Blocker
You may need to turn off your browser’s pop-up blocker to view the login screen
and gain access to the content.



1. Getting started

CiNii has interfaces in both Japanese and English. Most of the help files are available in
Japanese and English as well.

English interface: http://ci.nii.ac.jp/en
Japanese interface: http://ci.nii.ac.jp/

= CiNii (NIl Scholarly and Academic Information Navigator) - Windows Internet Explorer
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2. Searching articles by author

If you are searching in Japanese for articles written by a particular author, you need to

know how to spell his/her name in Japanese characters. CiNii does not allow you to
search using kana readings.

Example: Looking for essays by a literary author, & 2.

X LEFEFEFZOVZ — Nohits
X v X~<H¥e=2 — Nohits



Do not insert a space or comma between author’s last name and first name if you are
searching for a single author.

X HH HEEZ  —  Records like the one below will be included in your search

result.
X &M, HE  —  Records like the one below will be included in your search
result.

19, [ootea10620lBH) ; At 7 5087 T, 7K i—BR: T6F 58, Tl fises $858 =0 BP0 B 8 22— bt S S IR
B3 nephroblastoma ¢ SN TI-S—FaTF7FYIRI D14l [in Japanese]
B E FREr AT F M 5T = Japanese journal of veterinary anesthesia & surgery 36,183,20050620(ISSN 09165908)
Databases:CJP
-Full Text: Not available

By default, a CiNii search will retrieve records containing the string of characters you
entered as keywords (F1 & — £k 52). This means that your search for £ F #fi will also
retrieve [ FH#E, [Fn FE 67, [ B — B, etc. To limit your search results specifically
to Fr FH#li, input a / (slash) before and after your keyword string: /%0 FH i/
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3. Searching articles by title keywords

As mentioned above, CiNii does not allow you to search using kana readings (3 X f=5R).
When you are searching words spelled with Zijoyo kanji (FE 7 F5T?), foreign words,
words that can be spelled in different ways, etc, consider whether there are any variant
forms. Set Combination of search words option to any of the words and enter all the
variants.
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You do not need to worry about differences between traditional forms and simplified
forms of Chinese characters. For example, X£2 and K% will retrieve the same articles.

Unlike library catalogs, bibliographic data in CiNii do not have subject headings. So it is
also important to think about synonyms for your keywords. Are you using foreign words?
Technical terms? Do some brainstorming to come up with different keywords and variant
forms. Set Combination of search words option to any of the words and enter as many

variants as you can think of.

Examples: f§# A > 74 A—T 3
By r—4%4
XAL¥YE K XATEVR
Vx—J AT T xzAJAET

VA JAET
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When you are searching for an article in Japanese, adding an * (asterisk) character at the
end of your search string changes your search to a title browse, with the * character
functioning as a right-hand truncation symbol.

Example: 74 AU ®* will find 74 47U D20 .
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When using the * character in Western language searches, put double quotation marks
around your search string. Otherwise, the * character works as a truncation symbol on the
word, not the entire phrase.

Example: ["the tall corn"* will retrieve THE TALL CORN PROGRAM-->73 7 A 4 U
TAERL.

will retrieve not only THE TALL CORN PROGRAM--1>73 7
A A U IEFERL but also records like the one below.

3. [11000420941 3 ITSIURUMLT oshio; SUDA kenichi

Characteristics of Wind-Induced Vibration on {tall Buildings with Cornlers

Cutting : Its dependence on(theJratio of Depth to Width

Summaries of technical papers of Annual Meeting Architectural Institute of Japan. B-1, Structures I,
Loads, reliability stress analyses foundation structures shell structures, space frames and membrane
structures 1996,251-252.19960730(ISSN 13414453) (Architectural Institute of Japan)
Databases:NII-ELS

-Full Text: CiNu

4. Descriptive keywords

Descriptive keywords are assigned to some of the articles indexed in iz 3225
Zasshi Kiji Sakuin and NII-ELS. By choosing the Any keyword field in Advanced Search




mode or using Simple Search mode, you can also include those descriptive keywords in
your search.

5. Building your search query with Boolean operators

When you are finding too many or too few results, you may want to add more keywords
to narrow or expand your search. You can do so by using Boolean operators. In CiNii,
AND, OR and NOT operators are in the left column. They will combine your keywords
in various search areas. You can also choose to find all of the words (works like AND
operator) and any of the words (works like OR operator) using the options on the right
side. They will combine your keywords within a search area.

If you want to include more than one search area in your search, group the keywords
specific to each search area first. Enter each group of your keywords together in a search
area box. Then select all of the words or any of the words to combine keywords within
each search area. Then select AND, OR, or NOT to combine different search areas.
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When you are finding too many results with irrelevant information, try narrowing down
your search by using AND or NOT. AND will find records with all the keywords you are
using. NOT will eliminate records containing keywords designated with NOT.

For example, if you noticed that your search results include records with the word Z5F
and you do not need book reviews, you can use the NOT operator to eliminate them from
your search results.
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If you are finding too few results, you can add more keywords and use OR.

For example, you searched articles on =AH#EHT published in H A5 and find too few
articles. So you add F{AH#EHT as your title keyword and search for articles also in H A<
SBFZE. Now you are looking for journal articles about BA{AHERT or R BT

published in either H AJE 5T or H A AFSE. The search query will look like the one
below.
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Do not forget to group the keywords specific to each search field. Do not enter a search
query like the one below to look for journal articles about BHAHERT or FEAEHT
published in either H A5 or H A S A%, CiNii will interpret the search below to



mean that you are looking for articles about BIA##EHT or FEARHEHT in H ABFSE and (all)
articles in H AEE 5. The system processes Boolean operators literally, from top to
bottom.
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6. Citation information

Citation information is formatted in result lists as shown below.

15.[40002834391 2 U5 5781
MHPHADIFEYE | EFERR-- SN EEZERELT (dh-AtHBETRIHE
Zi<¥ifE>) [in Japanese]
FESRaTam (Whole No. 488),p62~81,1990/12(ISSN 03868907) (B R ZHiES BRBER)
Databases:NDL
-Full Text: Not available

[Record ID] Author’s last name, first name
Article title.
Journal title (Volume/issue number), Page numbers, Publication date (ISSN) (Publisher)

Although basic citation information is available on the results list screen, it is
recommended that you view the citation in full by clicking the article title.

If you are searching in the English interface and the journal has parallel titles in Japanese
and English, only the English title will be shown in the result. You can view parallel titles
on the detailed display page.



For example, 3C{b A¥E7% has a parallel title in English.

YALAREE)/ BRI AEE S RIKTh D> —- (AA1195804

69E 1S (2004)-. - W @ HAIAEF S, 2004.6-
IS 3N 13490648

Bl& A B JI/Z(Bunkajinruigaku ;

Japanege journal of cultural anthropol]

ogy
e EiaE . BIRZIE / HARKRZ SRS

EEFEH: BARXMABEZES<T 0 Dy a HolA>

Only the English title is displayed on the results list screen when using the English

interface.

1, (40006935966 R /R 0%, B FEAI #0518

EBAZREORRICEHLIFUTREOBRS--FHHENMNOHR (BE LD

1)y—RELTD E4K) [in Japanese]

BAXEABES
Databases:NDL
-Full Text: Not available

(Tapanese journal of cultural anthropology)70(2),182~205,2005(ISSN 13490648) (B &3t NEFEE &/
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From the detailed display page, you can save citation information in three different
formats for future reference or to use with citation management software.



Let’s Practice!

1. Find articles by the literary author Inoue Yasushi.
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* CiNii does not allow you to search by readings. You need to know how to spell
author’s name in Japanese.

s Default CiNii search is left-right truncation search (47— %#:%%). Enclose the
author’s full name in slashes to do an exact match search.

*k Unlike searching your library OPAC, CiNii does not have an authority file to
distinguish different people with the same name. If there is more than one author
with the same name, you may need to add more keywords.
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2. Find articles on 7t D%z,

Advanced Search
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A Add fArea
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Clear I

Remember:
*k CiNii does not allow you to search by readings.

11




3. Find article on [EEHFE.

Advanced Search

——
Resulis per page: |25 v| Sort by:
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Clear

[,'m?:mrfﬂ]M 1EH4

Databases:NDL

-Full Text: Not available
9. [1{:0151 60 T
A—ILICEESE = 53
—JLXO) ZiLLBHE Eﬁﬁmﬁﬁ fin « Japanese]
Japan journal of educational technology 30(2).79~92.2006/9(ISSN 13498290) (B R ® T¥=
B EELEIES)
Databases:NDL
-Full Text: Not available

Remember:

* CiNii does not have word-by-word search capability or a phrase search option. If
you get too many irrelevant results, as in the example above, think about other
ways to limit your search. For example, use the NOT operator, as below. Or if
you only want to search Zasshi Kiji Sakuin, switch to the NDL OPAC version.
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Clear
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4. Find the complete citation information for the article JTHHEBREZFH E (1T 2 5
RORE-- AR ER [EROESHEE] .0,

Advanced Search
Results per page: |25 v| Sort by: G
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[MOT w|[Article Title v || | [any of the words |
[AND ~ | | Journal Title v] | | |all of the words  » |
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:@I Year From | | to [+0 v
Glear

Remember:
% You can add the * character to do a browse search. You do not need to enter the
entire title. Use the * character unless the article title is too short or too general.

Last Updated: March 14, 2007
Created by Chiaki Sakai
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